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Statement of the issue: Standardise IAF Transition period start dates
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Discussion:

With the recent issue of standards like ISO 50001 and ISO 22000, some inconsistencies from within ISO on
the publication dates arose: e.g. with ISO 50001 the 60.60 box of the ISO webpage (below) showed one
date, but ISO Twitter (also below) showed another. This problem was exaggerated by contradictory
information from the Technical Committee Secretary and the ISO Central Secretariat.
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For ISO 50001, IAF have communicated 21 August as the ISO 50001 publication day and, therefore, the
start of the 3 years’ transition period is taken as such.
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ISO has been asked to clearly indicate the ISO Standard Publication policy adopted.

ISO replied:

“The 60.60 date is not the official date of publication and the standard is likely not available on that date. It
will very likely not be available in the webstore. The official date is the month as indicated on the standard.”
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CBs and ABs are using a “date=day” to calculate the transition period and operating systems have the
necessity to fix clearly that “date=day” (e.g. for issuance of the accredited certificates and counting their
validity).
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Therefore, based on the ISO official Standard Publication policy, i.e. “date=month”, there are two possible
scenarios to properly define a start day for IAF Transition periods:

e to be the day in which ISO media channels are publishing the news that a new/revised ISO standard
is published/available — something that clearly needs to be agreed with ISO to ensure a single date
from ISO

or

e to be the end day of the month when the new/revised ISO standard is published/available

Among the two possible scenarios, the recommendation is to use the second option (i.e. end day of the
month when the new/revised ISO standard is published/available).

This will result in an easy and simple starting point for defining the start of IAF Transition period. Every
country is aligned with it and, possible confusions created by different dates indicated in the different media
channels used to advertise the publication of a standard, will be avoided.
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Requested action by the IAF TC:
To endorse that the start day of all future IAF Transition period will be the end day of the month when the
new/revised ISO standard is published/available, as defined by the ISO Store, as below for ISO 50001:
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General information

Status : @ Published Publication date : 2018-08
Edition : 2 Number of pages : 30
Technical Committee : ISO/TC 301 Energy management and energy savings

ICS : 27.015 Energy efficiency. Energy conservation in general | 03.100.70
Management systems

Consensus of the IAF TC (also to be documented in the meeting summary):

The TC recommends, through a resolution, to endorse the start date and end date of all future IAF Transition
periods be the last (end) day of the month of publication, as outlined on the ISO standard.

Suggest this is applied to all accreditation programs; not just management systems. This will apply to all
future transitions; current transitions can remain as planned by the specific WG and IAF TC.
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