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Statement of the issue: IAF transition documents IAF BT E (2D T

Discussion:
IAF does not publish transition documents for every ISO Standard published.
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Instead, the IAF General Assembly is issuing Resolutions where, as a minimum, a transition period is
indicated.
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The concern is this isn’t sufficient to achieve consistent approach to transition amongst ABs and CBs.
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In the absence of a defined IAF transition document for each ISO Standard published, each AB will define
their own rules. For CBs, inconsistent transition from one standard to another and from one AB to AB will
affect all CBs and their operations (e.g. contracts with customers, training and competence of auditors,
issuance of certificates, minimum number of MDs to be used, etc.) and their customers and result in reduced
faith in the accredited conformity assessment system.
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The lack of document ends up reducing efficiency and effectiveness for all parts of the system, ABs, CBs
and certified entities.
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Requested action by the IAF TC:
1) To agree a process for evaluating which ISO standards and other schemes need to have an IAF
transition document.
2) A transition document to be published in sufficient time before the publication of a new or revised
standard to ensure all parts of the system are aligned and prepared.
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Note: in the future, these documents must be aligned with the IAF MD Transitions when the IAF TF,
dedicated to this task, will have completed their mandate
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Consensus of the IAF TC (also to be documented in the meeting summary):

The IAF MD on Transition will be the answer in the future; however, we are at least 6-9 months from the
publication of this MD.
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We should consider resolutions for transitions in the interim.
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A resolution can include timeline and pertinent information to allow consistency among ABs and CBs for
the transition process. The pertinent information would have to be determined by a Work Group or Task
Force with the technical knowledge for the specific standard in transition, to make sure all aspects are
addressed, including the date after which audits to the old version of the standards should no longer be
conducted.
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One example is the ISO 50001 resolution (2017-14) which includes additional information, not just the
transition timeline.
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Only an interim position is necessary seeing that the IAF MD on the transition process is going out for
comment soon.
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