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Statement of the issue:

Clarification request for the inconsistent requirement of sub clause 4.2.3 of IAF MD 4:2018 and the
requirement of sub-clause 4.5 of MD5:2015 and its draft of revision.
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Discussion:

IAF MD 4: 2018 reduces the requirement of justification of the audit plan and maintain the records of
this justification which shall be available to an Accreditation bodies for review. However, the latest
revision proposal of sub-clause 4.5 of MD 5 is the same as the 2015 version, we expect the upcoming
of MD 5 shall harmonize the requirement to IAF MD 4:2018 to avoid double standards.
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Requested action by the IAF TC:

Delete the following one paragraph
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(see TAE-MD4).
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Consensus of the IAF TC (also to be documented in the meeting summary):
The draft IAF MD 5 includes a revision of section 4.5 which addresses IAF MD 4.
Below is the revision in the draft IAF MD 5, section 4.5:

Certification audits may include remote auditing techniques such as interactive web-
based collaboration, web meetings, teleconferences and/or electronic verification of
the client’s processes. If the CAB plans an audit for which the remote auditing
activities are utilised, it shall apply the requirements defined in IAF MD4. These
activities shall be identified in the audit plan, and the time spent on these activities
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may be considered as contributing to the total duration of management systems
audits.

For OH&SMS, these activities shall be limited to reviewing documents/records and to
interviewing staff and workers. In addition for OH&SMS, processes control and OH&S
risk control cannot be audited using remote audit techniques.
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