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IAF-TC-12.06-19-2
International Accreditation Forum
Technical Committee Discussion Paper

Name of party submitting issue for discussion (optional): ISO/TC 176/TG 02 (ISO 9000
Brand Integrity)

Statement of the issue:

We would like to seek clarification about the accreditation criteria for the following kinds of
sector-specific applications of ISO 9001 (and potentially other standards) that are not subject
to specific sector schemes.
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We are now faced with several situations for which there is a need for clarity and
harmonization of accreditation / certification criteria to be applied. We expect such cases to
increase in the future, so we need to establish the principles as soon as possible. We therefore
seek clarification of the principles to be applied in the following three situations:

1) For sector-specific standards that provide guidance on the application of ISO 9001 (for
example, ISO 18091:2019 - Quality Management Systems - Guidelines for the
Application of ISO 9001 in Local Government).

a. Is accreditation covered by the CB’s “normal” accreditation for QMS,
considering the relevant scope to cover local government? We understand that
certification can only be to ISO 9001 (since ISO 18091 contains no
requirements).

b. Is it acceptable for the certificate to mention the guidance standard (in this case
ISO 18091) in addition to ISO 9001?

2) For sector-specific standards that provide requirements in addition to those in ISO
9001 (for example ISO/TS 29001, “Petroleum, petrochemical and natural gas
industries - Sector-specific quality management systems - Requirements for product
and service supply organizations” and ISO 54001 “Quality management systems -
Particular requirements for the application of ISO 9001:2015 for electoral
organizations at all levels of government”

a. Is accreditation covered by the CB’s “normal” accreditation for QMS,
considering the relevant scope(s)?

b. If the accreditation scope does not specifically mention these standards, is it
acceptable for CBs to issue unaccredited certificates?

3) We are seeing a tendency for the development and publication of “XXX Management
System” standards that are not ISO 9001-based, but are “aligned with ISO 9001 (for
example, ISO 21001:2018 “Educational organizations - Management systems for
educational organizations - Requirements with guidance for use”)

a. Is a separate accreditation required for certification to such standards?
b. If the accreditation scope does not specifically mention these standards, is it
acceptable for CBs to issue unaccredited certificates?
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Requested action by the IAF TC:
Clarify the criteria (principles) to be applied for accreditation (and the possibilities to issue
unaccredited certificates) in each of the three situations mentioned above.
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Consensus of the IAF TC (also to be documented in the meeting summary):
MSC WG Comments in Red —

1) For sector-specific standards that provide guidance on the application of ISO 9001 (for
example, ISO 18091:2019 - Quality Management Systems - Guidelines for the
Application of ISO 9001 in Local Government).

a. Is accreditation covered by the CB’s “normal” accreditation for QMS,
considering the relevant scope to cover local government? We understand that
certification can only be to ISO 9001 (since ISO 18091 contains no
requirements). No, also see the definition of conformity assessment in ISO/IEC
17000
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b. Is it acceptable for the certificate to mention the guidance standard (in this case
ISO 18091) in addition to ISO 90017 No it is not

2) For sector-specific standards that provide requirements in addition to those in ISO
9001 (for example ISO/TS 29001, “Petroleum, petrochemical and natural gas
industries - Sector-specific quality management systems - Requirements for product
and service supply organizations” and ISO 54001 “Quality management systems -
Particular requirements for the application of ISO 9001:2015 for electoral
organizations at all levels of government”

a. Is accreditation covered by the CB’s “normal” accreditation for QMS,
considering the relevant scope(s)? No, because the sector-specific standards are
different certification schemes, assuming “QMS” is accreditation for
certification to ISO 9001. An AB may choose to offer accreditation for the ISO
54001 standard; however, it would be managed by the AB and “in addition” to
the accreditation for ISO 9001.

b. If the accreditation scope does not specifically mention these standards, is it
acceptable for CBs to issue unaccredited certificates? Yes, if the CB is not
accredited for the sector specific standard then they can issue unaccredited
certifications.

3) We are seeing a tendency for the development and publication of “XXX Management
System” standards that are not ISO 9001-based, but are “aligned with ISO 9001 (for
example, ISO 21001:2018 “Educational organizations - Management systems for
educational organizations - Requirements with guidance for use”)

a. Is a separate accreditation required for certification to such standards? Yes

b. If the accreditation scope does not specifically mention these standards, is it
acceptable for CBs to issue unaccredited certificates? Yes, if the CB is not
accredited for the sector specific standard then they can issue unaccredited
certifications.
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