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Name of party submitting issue for discussion (optional): ISO/TC 176/TG 02 (ISO 9000
Brand Integrity)

Statement of the issue:

If a CB is accredited for limited economic sectors / activities (for example, for specific ISO
9001 NACE Codes), or for limited geographical regions, is it acceptable to issue unaccredited
certificates to the same standard for those economic sectors or geographical regions that are
outside its accreditation? (IAF ID1:2014 refers)
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IAF TC decision log 18/04/09 states: “It was discussed that if certification activity has been
reviewed by the CAB and is in accordance with, and does not compromise, the various
accreditation requirements, including but not limited to, impartiality, managing conflicts of
interests, integrity and ethical behaviour and it is not compromising the TAF recognized third
party accredited conformity assessment industry, then an AB/IAF cannot require a CAB to
not perform unaccredited certification, outside of the scope of accreditation.”

We have seen different interpretations of this decision by different CBs and ABs in different
parts of the world, and in the interest of maintaining the credibility of certification, seek an
IAF TC decision.
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Requested action by the IAF TC:

Clarify whether or not it is acceptable for a CB that is accredited for scopes with limited
economic sectors / activities and/or geographical regions to issue unaccredited certificates to
organizations that are outside these scopes.
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Consensus of the IAF TC (also to be documented in the meeting summary):

MSC WG — We have separated the questions for clarity.
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1. is it acceptable to issue unaccredited certificates fo the same standard for those
economic sectors that are outside its accreditation? (IAF ID1:2014 refers)
Yes, as economic sectors (e.g. scopes) are part of the scope of accreditation. See the
definition for scope of accreditation definition in IAF MD 17 (1.3)

2. 1isitacceptable to issue unaccredited certificates to the same standard for those
geographical regions that are outside its accreditation? (IAF ID1:2014 refers)
If the AB includes geographical regions limitation within the scope of accreditation,
then the CB can issue unaccredited certificates in the geographic regions that are
outside of their scope of accreditation.

If the AB does not include geographical region limitations within the scope of
accreditation, then the CB can not issue unaccredited certificates in a specific
geographic region, because they are considered accredited for all geographical regions.

Further detail

Scope of accreditation includes standards, scopes (e.g. IAF Scope categories), and geographic
areas.

There was (minimal) discussions about reviewing and confirming the definition of “scope of
accreditation”; but further action was not considered.
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