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International Accreditation Forum
Technical Committee Discussion Paper

Name of party submitting issue for discussion (optional): EFAC

Statement of the issue:

IAF MD 5:2019, no. 5 SURVEILLANCE

(...) the total amount of time spent annually on surveillance is about 1/3 of the audit time spent
on the initial certification audit, (...)

Note: It is unlikely that a surveillance audit duration will be less than one (1) audit day.

IAF MD 5:2019, no. 6 RECERTIFICATION
(...) the total amount of time spent annually on surveillance is about 2/3 of the audit time that
would be required for an initial certification audit (Stage 1 + Stage2) of the organization (...)

Note: It is unlikely that a recertification audit will be less than one (1) audit day.
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Discussion:
The wording of both notes is unclear and irregular.
Is audit duration the audit time with offsite activities or only the time onsite? (see 2.1.2 MD5:2019)

M{ERL D LE DA H ST HINTH D,

audit duration & (%, A7 %A FOIFEZETeHEE T (audittime) 7>, XixA VA4 S TEHDOH
72?2 (IAF MD 5:2019 @ 2.1.2 /)

Requested action by the IAF TC:

Please confirm that the meaning of audit duration (MDS5 2019) means the total time inclusive
offsite activities.
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Consensus of the IAF TC (also to be documented in the meeting summary):

MSC WG — Request the TC to revise IAF MD 5, as an editorial revision only, to add
“duration” to the note to section 6.

We believe this is an error and should be corrected.
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